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" The Government/' said one announcement,
" appreciates the co-operation which it has received
and in recognising it, it insists that the best service
that can be rendered to it is to guarantee normality
in daily life."
Although the attempt to cool men's passion failed,
although it was found necessary on the following
day to arm the people, it cannot be denied that
the Government's last minute effort to save peace
was made sincerely.
On the same i8th of July, the Canary Islands
said good-bye to General Franco.
Franco had laid his plans securely for what
was in effect an escape. With the authorisation
of the Ministry of War he had announced an
inspection tour of the islands of Fuerteventura
and Lanzarote. But so much guile proved un-
. necessary. On the i6th, Franco learned of the
death of his friend and fellow conspirator, General
Balmes, military commander of Las Palmas. Balmes
was experimenting with weapons designed for
Nationalist use. Something went wrong,, and he
was killed by one of his own bullets. It was the
obvious procedure for Franco to attend the funeral
Accordingly he travelled unsuspected to Las Palmas.
The funeral was held the next day, and during
the night Franco received news of the developments
in Africa. It waslhe signal for the Nationalists to